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HIKING THE FRANZ JOSEF GLACIER
Reeves Goettee ’20, a biology and environmental studies major from Summerville, S.C., spent
the spring semester studying abroad in New Zealand. She developed an appreciation for
the country’s culture of sustainability and diverse landscapes as well as the opportunities to
challenge herself.
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In July, the National Center for Education Statistics released
“Baccalaureate and Beyond: A First Look at the Employment
and Educational Experiences of College Graduates.” The report
showed that less than 60 percent of graduates from private,
nonprofit colleges in 2015-16 finished within four years. The
national average was only 44 percent. By comparison, more than
90 percent of Wofford’s graduating class that year completed
their degrees in four years or less. For this same cohort, according
to the First Destination annual survey, 98 percent of Wofford
students had a positive career outcome, which means they were
employed, in graduate school or pursuing a career path within six
months of graduation. The national average was 84 percent.
The Wofford experience is effective because we do an
outstanding job of cultivating student success, and this Wofford
Today offers examples of how that looks — from stories of
students who secured summer internships or undergraduate
research experiences through Wofford to the creation of a book
about resilience. You’ll also see how our community worked
together to move in the Class of 2023 and learn more about our
new Terriers.
This is Wofford — a place where student success is rooted in the
efforts of faculty, staff and alumni. It’s also rooted in the buildings
and grounds, art, history and ethos of our campus. Come see for
yourself during Homecoming or Family Weekend, or stop by next
time you’re in the area.
You are a part of what makes the Wofford experience distinctive,
and you are always welcome home.

Go Terriers!

Nayef H. Samhat
11TH PRESIDENT OF WOFFORD COLLEGE

This summer Prema and Nayef Samhat traveled with the women’s basketball
team to Italy. The team toured the country, while meeting and competing
against basketball players from Europe.
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How do we show Wofford as it is … but as no one before has ever seen it? That’s the
question posed to Karyn Davis, Wofford’s creative director in the Office of Marketing and
Communications, and thought led her to create the illustration on the cover of this Wofford
Today. This is Wofford, where thought leads.
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WHERE THOUGHT LEADS AT

WOFFORD

PANTHERS CLOSE OUT 25TH SUMMER CAMP AT
WOFFORD
The Carolina Panthers closed out its 25th year of summer training
camp at Wofford College on Aug. 14. The team drew more than
66,000 spectators to watch as it prepared for the 2019 season,
with hopes of a third Super Bowl appearance.
Read more online.

Read more about these and other stories online at
wofford.edu/woffordtoday.

WOFFORD RECEIVES STARTALK FUNDING
Wofford was awarded a STARTALK grant for the seventh
consecutive year. This summer, the National Security Agency
funded the two-week immersion camp for middle and high school
students at $77,582 with the goal of increasing the number of
Americans learning, speaking and teaching critical-need foreign
languages.
Read more online.

PRINCETON LISTS WOFFORD AT THE TOP

MAYFIELD PUBLISHES BOOK

Wofford College has one of the most popular study abroad
programs in the country — and the top one in South Carolina
— as well as one of the best alumni networks, according to The
Princeton Review’s 2020 edition of its “The Best 385 Colleges”
released in August.

After reading over 100 self-development books during her
sophomore year, Annie Mayfield ’20, a psychology major from
Atlanta, Ga., wrote and published her own book, “Be Your Own
Hero.” Mayfield says the book is a call to action for younger
generations to pursue their dreams.

Read more online.

Read more online.
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COLLEGE ANNOUNCES FACULTY PROMOTIONS
During its May 2019 meeting, the Wofford Board of Trustees approved
tenure for five faculty members and voted to promote two to
associate professor and five to full professor. “Each one is making
a profound difference in students’ lives, while making significant
contributions to knowledge in their fields,” says Dr. Mike Sosulski,
provost.
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IF YOU HAVE AN HOUR

WRITING ABOUT RESILIENCE
Dr. Patrick Whitfill, assistant professor of English, and Dr. John
Lefebvre, professor of psychology, led a group of students in the
spring to consider the importance of resilience on student success.
The Resilience Project then collected stories from the Wofford
community about overcoming adversity.
Read more online.

Local high school students got a taste of what college is
like during the iCAN Summer Institute.
Read more online.
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UNLEASHED
This fall students arrived to a campus in full transformation mode. Construction has begun on a
new environmental studies building and the 150-bed Jerome Johnson Richardson Hall. The library
just reopened after phase one of a major renovation project that includes all new technology and
collaborative work spaces. Phases two and three will be completed over the course of the year.

The college also has a new outward-facing sign on North Church Street made possible by the
generosity of Delores and Harold Chandler ’71. Caught running in front of the new sign were firstyear cross country/track and field student-athletes Theron Bradford ’23 (right), from Sumter, S.C.,
and Carter Cress ’23, from Sugar Land, Texas.
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Enjoy a quiet walk
50 MINUTES
Walking Wofford’s 170-acre campus is a pleasure — wide sidewalks, historic
buildings, thousands of trees, a ballet of birds and squirrels, and sculptures that
blend with or pop from the landscape depending on the season.

A Green Season
One of those pieces of environmental art is tucked
between Daniel Building and Greene Hall (across
from the Sandor Teszler Library). “A Green Season,”
created by Mayo Mac Boggs, was a gift to the
college from Wofford professors Linda Powers,
Vic Bilanchone, Anna María Wiseman and Dennis
Wiseman in 2007. The welded and painted steel
suggests simple shapes of leaves, trees, seed pods
and other natural forms.
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Sister Kate and Baby Alex
Between Main Building and Snyder House is “Sister
Kate and Baby Alex,” a welded and painted steel
sculpture created in 2005 by Allyn MaxfieldSteele ’05. Steele, who directs the Highlander
Research and Education Center in Clyde, N.C.,
was a Presidential International Scholar, artist and
environmental activist as a student.

J.R. Gross Cascading Steps and
Fountain Wings

Back of the College Monument
Near the front of Gibbs Stadium is a bronze relief
created by Winston Wingo to mark the site and
honor the former residents of the “Back of the
College” neighborhood. The neighborhood grew
up around Wofford during the late 1890s after
the Rev. A.H. Cumming purchased the land and
donated it to former slaves after the Civil War. The
college helped fund the commemorative monument
and commissioned Wingo to create the sculpture,
which also was made possible by gifts from local
individuals and businesses.

The Liberty Trail connects the campuses of
Wofford and Spartanburg Medical Center. It’s a
popular tailgate spot during home football games,
the site of the college’s disc golf course and a
meditative walking path with two environmental
sculptures. The “James R. Gross Cascading Steps,”
an environmental work created by Rick Webel, was
developed in a vine-choked ravine in the “Back of
the College” neighborhood. Water flows over 37
steps into a pool; the number of steps represents
Gross’ years of service to the college as a professor
of English and theatre. Just across the sidewalk
from the water feature is “Fountain Wings.” The late
Will Mabry ’09 created the work in honor of the
Class of 2007 during a joint kinetic sculpture course
taught by Dr. Dan Lejeune, professor of physics
at Wofford, and Mac Boggs, a professor of art at
Converse College. Johnny Linton ’70 purchased the
piece and donated it to the college.
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New architectural and
landscape lighting

Stroll the campus
in the evening
35 MINUTES
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In 2018, Jerry Richardson ’59 gave
a gift to the college in memory of
Trustee Emeritus Roger Milliken. New
landscape and architectural lighting
now illuminates the college’s historic
district, senior village and some
athletics facilities. The project has saved
the college money, and LED bulbs have
boosted sustainability efforts, reducing
electrical usage by about 46,000 watts
per year. The moonlight effect of the
bulbs shining down from the top of
the trees has brightened the campus,
making it even safer and more striking
at night.

Milliken birthday tree
Note the Ruby Spring Nuttall Oak,
which was installed on Oct. 24, 2018,
commemorating both the gift of lighting
as well as Roger Milliken’s birthday.
Symbolically located between the
Roger Milliken Science Center and the
Rosalind Sallenger Richardson Center
for the Arts, the tree was chosen for the
exceptional purple-red hues produced
on new growth during the spring months
in honor of Milliken, whom many referred
to as “Big Red” after his auburn hair and
tall frame. The plaque at the base of the
oak reads: “Shining light on a legacy,
builder, innovator and visionary, a gift
from Jerry Richardson to Roger Milliken
and family.”
13

Dale Chihuly, Cerise and Amber Persian Ceiling, 2016.
© Chihuly Studio. All Rights Reserved.
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Explore the arts
60 MINUTES

The Rosalind Sallenger
Richardson Center for the Arts
The Rosalind Sallenger Richardson Center for the Arts is
open Tuesdays through Saturdays from 1 to 5 p.m., with
extended hours on Thursdays until 9 p.m. The two Chihuly
glass installations alone make a visit worthwhile, but the
Richardson Family Art Gallery always features dynamic
student and faculty work or work of local interest, while the
upper and lower levels of the Richardson Family Art Museum
showcase museum-quality exhibits such as “Southern Gothic:
Literary Intersections with Art from the Johnson Collection”
and “Props: Personal Identities in the Portrait Photography of
Richard Samuel Roberts,” both on display this fall. Student art
pops up in unexpected places throughout the building and
surrounding landscape as well, and this fall the photography
of Presidential International Scholar Lydia Estes ’20 will be
on display in the building. Visit wofford.edu/rsrca for details
on all fall exhibits.

Permanent Collection
The center for the arts also houses the college’s permanent
art collection, which rotates through the galleries and is used
by classes and individuals on campus for research. According
to Dr. Youmi Efurd, Wofford’s curator, community groups
also take advantage of the collected resources — from Asian
funerary to Hungarian impressionistic and postimpressionistic
paintings to pottery from the Byzantine period. “The ability
to offer unique, object-based research is a benefit of a liberal
arts college,” Efurd says. “Wofford’s permanent collection
enhances the understanding of art and culture not just at
Wofford but in the surrounding community as well.”

Roger Milliken Science Center
The Roger Milliken Science Center, adjacent to the center for
the arts, also offers several interesting pieces of art worth
exploring. Features such as the pine cone lights and carpet
art in the Great Oaks Hall and the “Circus Clown” sculpture by
Marshall Fredericks in the Acorn Café make this popular study
space distinctive. Look for the terra-cotta warrior, bronze of
Abraham Lincoln and the building’s newest installation, a
painting by Roger Allen Nelson commissioned by Lorre and
Jim Ruffin in memory of their daughter MacGregor Ruffin
’17. Each department — biology, chemistry, physics and
psychology — also features student research and art.
15

Walk down memory lane
45 MINUTES
Wofford’s historic campus is filled with treasures, some dating back to the
college’s earliest days. Others are more recent but have found their way into
Wofford lore. Most of these are located in and around Main Building.

16

Portraits

Benificent

Portraits of the college’s 10
past presidents are on display
in Leonard Auditorium. When
Wofford’s first presidents were
painted, portraiture was common
as a way to record the appearance
of someone, while showing their
power and value. Even now,
studying the portraits shows the
style of the times and the character
of college leaders of the past.

In 1900, Dr. Herman Baer honored founder Benjamin Wofford
with a bronze plaque in the vestibule of the chapel (now Leonard
Auditorium). According to Dr. Doyle Boggs ’70, Baer worked for
hours on the wording and exact arrangement of the inscription.
“On commencement day that June, the eccentric old gentleman
lovingly traced every word with his index finger. Suddenly his hand
stopped. Where he had correctly written ‘beneficent’ was the
word ‘benificent.’” He was furious and “refused to have the plaque
recast, leaving it instead to warn students about the danger of
sloppy work.” Generations of students now rub the “i” for good
luck before exams.

The Thinking Men
On the first floor of Main Building, near the Department of Sociology, is a section of exposed brick from the
original construction of Main Building. On the glass covering the brick is a line from “The Thinking Men,” a
poem by Nikki Finney, composed for the dedication of the building’s renovation in 2007. “Our hands were
living blackboards. In every arch and swirl of ruby brick we plied math, mind, and muscle deep into each
and every dark seam.” The bricks and plaque are a tribute to the people whose strength and skill lie at the
foundation of Main’s towers.

Sonnet Bench

Carlisle’s Sundial

Stop and enjoy the view from the
Sonnet Bench, located between
Snyder House and the Sandor
Teszler Library. This spot for a quiet
talk — or maybe even a marriage
proposal — features Shakespeare’s
Sonnet 116 and was donated to the
college by Patsy and the Rev. Dr.
Will Willimon ’68.

During the American Civil War, Dr. James Carlisle, Wofford’s third
president, purchased the sundial that now stands near Benjamin
Wofford’s monument on the lawn of Main Building facing the
Rosalind Sallenger Richardson Center for the Arts. He bought
it so he would always know the correct time for the longitude
and latitude of Spartanburg. The dial keeps apparent time, which
means it’s only correct on April 15, June 15, Sept. 1 and Dec. 24.
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N E W L E A D E R S - S TA F F

ELIZABETH
RABB ON POINT
WO F F O R D C O L L E G E AT H L E T I C S
A N N O U N C E S H I G H E S T- R A N K I N G
F E M A L E O F F I C E R I N I T S H I S TO RY

Recently promoted to deputy director of athletics
for external affairs by Wofford College Athletics
Director Richard Johnson, current Senior Woman
Administrator and former Associate Athletics
Director for Compliance Elizabeth Rabb ’01
paused a moment when asked to consider the
implications of being the first woman named to
the post.
“I come to work from the perspective as an
administrator, not as a female administrator,” says
Rabb. “I was fortunate to be promoted to the
position because I’m the right person for the job.”
Rabb joins colleague and current Deputy Director
of Athletics for Internal Affairs Mark Line as part
of a recent reorganization within the Department
of Athletics, which includes the addition of
Samuel Keenan as director of compliance. Brent
Williamson, associate director of athletics for
media relations, also assumes responsibility in the
area of marketing and promotions.
“The reorganization will make the Department
of Athletics more efficient and responsive to
the needs of the campus as well as our outside
constituents, including alumni, fans and the
general public,” says Johnson.

Ironically, Rabb found Wofford in Tennessee.
A first-year student at East Tennessee State
University, Rabb’s family lived down the street
from former ETSU and Wofford football coach
Mike Ayers. “I grew up knowing Coach Ayers and
watching ETSU’s [former basketball coach and
athletic director] Les Robinson, one of Richard
Johnson’s mentors, on the hard court. When
I transferred to Wofford, it was like coming
home,” says Rabb. A member of the Wofford
cheerleading team as a student, Rabb’s first job
in Wofford athletics was in football operations,
followed by a series of positions in compliance.
Rabb received her master of liberal arts from
Converse College in 2008 and was named senior
woman administrator in 2015.
“Wofford athletics is distinctive not only because
we are the smallest institution that plays
scholarship football in Division I, but also because
we do athletics the right way by making sure
our student-athletes have rigorous academic
experiences and that they graduate from Wofford
prepared for a successful future,” says Rabb.
“That’s the vision of Athletics Director Richard
Johnson and President Nayef Samhat, and I’m
honored to help continue the tradition.”

In her new post, Rabb gains oversight for athletics
staff in the areas of compliance, advancement and
the Terrier Club, media relations, video services
and ticketing, and she’s ready for the opportunity.
“Wofford athletics is fortunate to employ an
exceptionally talented staff,” says Rabb. “My
goal is to streamline external relations and help
everyone contribute to the overall success of the
college.”
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N E W L E A D E R S - B OA R D

Wofford elects
new board members
J O N E S , K E I S L E R , O ’ D E L L , YO U N G B R I N G H E A LT H C A R E ,
BUSINESS, PHILANTHROPIC, INVESTMENT EXPERIENCE

Four alumni have been elected to the Wofford
College Board of Trustees, replacing outgoing
trustees Mike James ’73, Jim Johnson ’71, Pat
Prothro ’96 and Joe Taylor ’80.
The new trustees were elected June 6 at the
South Carolina Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church held in Greenville, S.C.
The new trustees are Dr. Blanding Jones ’92,
cardiothoracic surgeon in California’s Kaiser
Permanente system; Wade Keisler ’80, real
estate developer and philanthropic leader; Greg
O’Dell ’92, chief executive officer of Events DC;
and Margaret Green Young ’92, a partner with
PriceWaterhouseCoopers. Reelected to new
four-year terms on the board were the Rev. John
Hipp ’75, Stewart Johnson ’67, Craig Melvin ’01 and
Dr. Danny Morrison ’75.
At its May meeting on campus, the board elected
these officers for the 2019-20 year: Corry Oakes
’89, chair; Chris Carpenter ’90, vice chair; and
Costa Pleicones ’65, secretary.

DR. BLANDING JONES
20

Jones is a practicing cardiothoracic surgeon
and physician leader/administrative chief of
cardiovascular services for the Southern California
Kaiser Permanente system. A native of Sumter,
S.C., he graduated from the Medical University
of South Carolina in 1997 and pursued extensive
surgical training at both Emory University and the
University of California-Irvine. Jones has hosted
alumni events in California and has served on the
President’s Advisory Council as well as serving
on various committees as a member of Wofford’s
Alumni Advisory Council.
Keisler is a respected business and philanthropic
leader in the Midlands area of South Carolina and
has served as a licensed real estate broker for the
past 25 years. A longtime supporter of Heathwood
Hall Episcopal School in Columbia and a member
of Saint Stephens Lutheran Church in Lexington,
S.C., Keisler is a member of the Greater Columbia
Association of Homebuilders and the National
Association of Homebuilders. He serves on the
FOR WOFFORD Campaign Steering Committee

WA D E K E I S L E R

N E W L E A D E R S - B OA R D

BY A N N I E S . M I TC H E L L

and is a former member of the college’s Investment
Advisory Committee.
As chief executive officer of Events DC, O’Dell
heads the official convention and sports authority
for the District of Columbia. Hailing from Stone
Mountain, Ga., he was a member of the Wofford
men’s basketball team from 1988 through 1992.
In his role at Events DC, O’Dell oversees the
operations of a $2 billion portfolio of sports
and hospitality-related venues inclusive of the
2.3-million-square-foot convention center, which
hosts 1 million guests annually. He serves on
several national and international boards, including
the Washington, D.C., Economic Partnership;
Destination D.C.; the Children’s National Medical
Center; the National Cherry Blossom Festival;
and the Professional Convention Management
Association.

for the private company services practice of PwC,
overseeing a staff of approximately 600 individuals
and 65 partners focused on delivering audit, tax,
advisory and personal financial services to privately
held and family-owned companies with domestic
and international operations. She also has served as
an elder at First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg
as well as on the boards of the Girl Scouts Mountains
to Midlands, the Mary Black Foundation, the United
Way of the Piedmont, the Chapman Cultural Center
and Wofford’s Terrier Club.

Young is an audit partner with PricewaterhouseCoopers. A native of Camden, S.C., and resident
of Blacksburg, Va., she is the east region leader

GREG O’DELL

M A R G A R E T YO U N G
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BY L AU R A H . C O R B I N

CREATIVE
CROSSWALKS
WEBSTER MAKES CROSSING THE
S T R E E T A N A R T I S T I C A DV E N T U R E

22

Strolling in downtown Spartanburg these days is
an artistic adventure thanks to four local artists,
including Michael Webster, assistant professor of
studio art at Wofford College.
Webster was among teams selected to participate
in the Creative Crosswalk Public Art Project
conceived by the Chapman Cultural Center in
Spartanburg. Artists created and painted designs
at three intersections along West Main Street: the
crosswalks at King, Spring and Magnolia streets.
“Public art projects that are highly visible in
the city are indicators of a larger active cultural
community. Visitors to Spartanburg might not see

all of the visual and performing artists that are
working to make Spartanburg an arts destination,
but public art is evidence that there is support for
a vibrant, culturally engaged city,” says Webster,
whose work investigates the social organization
of space. “Public art also provides an opportunity
to imagine our public spaces as engaging in
unexpected ways. The act of walking across
the street can become a heightened sensory
experience instead of background noise between
destinations.”
The actual painting took about 20 hours in one
day, according to Webster, who was assisted with
his project by Micah Tiffin ’20, a sociology and
anthropology major with a minor in studio art
from Greenville, S.C., along with Dr. Youmi Efurd,
curator of Wofford’s galleries; Dr. David Efurd,
associate professor in the Department of Art and
Art History; and Webster’s wife, Ashley Gilreath.
“It was backbreaking work, and I appreciate all of
their help,” Webster says. He adds that Jeremy
Powers ’21, a finance major from Spartanburg,
who has a video and photography studio called
Sky Shutter Media, used his drone for aerial
photos of the finished product.
In addition, Webster spent another 40 hours
planning the project, measuring the crosswalk,
sketching dozens of design ideas, refining his
work, then rendering the best three designs in
Photoshop and submitting his favorite — which
was approved.

A particular challenge was finding a way to
incorporate the existing white bars in the
crosswalk in a way that was cohesive and allowed
for the design to have a sense of wholeness. “I
wanted to privilege the pedestrian experience
over the experience of the motorist by generating
visual energy and movement for the pedestrian,”
says Webster, who has an MFA in sculpture from
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
Enhancing downtown walkability and showing
off the arts in Spartanburg is the purpose of
the Creative Crosswalk Public Art Project, says
Christopher George, the city’s communications
manager. “Our robust, diverse local arts scene
is one of the most important ways Spartanburg
sets itself apart as a city, and these vibrant and
inspired crosswalk murals are a fantastic addition
to our downtown cultural district,” he says.
Jennifer Evins, president and CEO of the
Chapman Cultural Center, adds that the project
incorporates art as a part of everyday life and
shows how the arts can play a role in important
issues such as public safety.
The other artists who participated in the project
were Matthew Donaldson, a University of South
Carolina Upstate professor, and artists Frankie
Page, aka Frankie Zombie, and Adrian Meadows,
aka IIAspire.
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THE POWER OF A

WOFFORD
SUMMER

BY KATE THOMAS

Students participate in internships and
research on and off campus

From left, Jacob Hollifield ’21, Meredith Goings ‘21
and Braden Tuttle ’20 in Tanzania.
24

The summer of 2019 was a
powerful one for Wofford students.
From opportunities on campus
to experiences around the globe,
Wofford students spent the
summer preparing for life beyond
college.

Jara Dogan ’22, English major, Rock
Hill, S.C. | Alex Rizzo-Banks ’21,
economics major, Asheville, N.C.
Catherine Todd ’22, Camden, S.C.
Calin Wharton ’21, accounting major,
Abbeville, S.C.
Dogan, Rizzo-Banks, Todd and Wharton
continued work on “Back of the College,” a
project that began in the fall of 2017, which
reaches to tell the story of the AfricanAmerican neighborhood that used to exist
behind Wofford. They worked collaboratively
with Dr. Jim Neighbors, professor of English,
to tell the story in a way that would be easily
accessible to people of all generations.
“I’m excited to see this project really take
off because it has the potential to improve
and change people’s lives. It has a way
of connecting and bridging gaps,” says
Rizzo-Banks.

Mariana Gonzalez ’21, psychology
major, Hickory, N.C. | Mayra LomeliGarcia ’22, psychology major,
Charleston, S.C. | Sandra Lopez ’21,
finance major, Enoree, S.C. | Hector
Ortiz ’21, biology and Spanish major,
Saulda, S.C. | Jay Stevens ’21, Spanish
major, Spartanburg, S.C. | Naya Taylor
’21, biology and Spanish major, Boiling
Springs, S.C.

Emily Moore ’22, biology and computer
science major, Inman, S.C.

The students participated in the project
“Community-engaged qualitative research:
improving outcomes for children and youth in
Spartanburg, S.C.,” with Dr. Christine Dinkins,
William R. Kenan Jr. Professor of Philosophy,
and Dr. Laura Barbas Rhoden, professor of
modern languages, literatures and cultures.
The research project sought to answer two
questions: What are the factors that facilitate
the life outcomes of children within the
Highlands and Forest Park neighborhoods? and
How do local Latinx teenage youth use their
out-of-school time?

Moore worked with Dr. Stefanie Baker,
professor of biology, on the project titled
“Effects of Ebola Secreted Glycoprotein (sGP)
on Dendritic Cells,” determining whether
secreted sGP plays a role in modulating the
immune system’s response by interfering with
function and maturation of dendritic cells, the
cells that the Ebola virus attacks in the body.
She was passionate about her research project
because it combined two of her interests.
“What I loved about this project is that I was not
only doing biological research and learning about
how the body responds to different diseases, but
I also learned about the computer programs that
enable me to learn more about the disease,”
Moore says.

“As a native of Spartanburg, I loved having
the opportunity to conduct research and
work toward progress and development in
my hometown,” says Stevens.

ON CAMPUS

Top: Dogan and Rizzo-Banks. Middle: Lomeli-Garcia, Ortiz, Stevens,
Taylor, Lopez and Gonzalez. Bottom: Baker, Moore.
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Bryson Coleman ’21, finance and
government major, Cheraw, S.C. | Laura
Futrell ’21, economics and Spanish
major, Denton, N.C. | Meredith Goings
’21, Spanish major, Jackson, Miss.
Jacob Hollifield ’21, history major,
Chesnee, S.C. | Nneka Mogbo
’20, intercultural studies major,
Douglasville, Ga. | Braden Tuttle ’20,
finance major, Fountain Inn, S.C.

Wells Osteen ’20, accounting major,
Sumter, S.C.
Osteen was a tax intern in the Charlotte, N.C.,
office of Elliot Davis. She gained experience in
tax returns, financial reporting, vouchers and
accounting research.
“I enjoyed my work because I got to take
what I have learned from my classes and
professors at Wofford and apply it to real
life situations to gain hands-on experience,”
Osteen says.

IN CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA

Osteen

CO NNE C T I N G ST U D E NTS WIT H
P R O F E SS I O NAL ME N TO RS
myMentor builds career advice and
networking community
When Curt McPhail ’96, executive
director of The Space in the Mungo
Center, thinks about the myMentor
program, he thinks of something that the
late Rev. Dr. Talmage Skinner ’56, former
Perkins-Prothro Chaplain and Professor
of Religion at Wofford, used to say.
“He was a great mentor of mine,”
McPhail says, “and he used to say

In its third year, the Tanzania summer
internship experience, which is administered
through The Space in the Mungo Center, had
six students interning at the TATU Project
and Silverleaf Academy. The students trained
teachers, renovated a playground and shared
accounting knowledge with small-business
owners.
“I appreciated the communal culture in
Tanzania,” says Tuttle, TATU Project intern.
“The experience allowed me to gain a better
understanding of cultures outside of the U.S.
and how people in other parts of the world
live and work.”

IN MOSHI, TANZANIA

Goings and Hollifield with friends in Tanzania.

‘you don’t just come to Wofford,
you join Wofford.’ Wofford is such a
tight-knit community. It’s like a family,
and we want myMentor to build on
that tradition, creating even stronger
connections between students and
those in a position to guide them
professionally.”
Launching this fall, myMentor is
an online platform that facilitates
connections between current Wofford
students and alumni, parents and
friends of the college who are willing
to offer career insights and advice

J O I N

26

myM E NTOR

Charlie Pruitt ’20, history major,
Greenville, S.C. | Jack Sullivan ’20,
economics major, Atlanta, Ga./
Hendersonville, N.C. | Kendall Weaver
’20, international affairs major,
Lexington, S.C.
Thanks to Atlanta business executive Michael
S. Brown ’76, every year three Wofford
students have the opportunity to participate in
internships at the Aspen Institute in Colorado,
an educational and policy studies organization
whose mission is to foster leadership based on
enduring values and to provide a nonpartisan
venue for dealing with critical issues. Pruitt
worked in event advancement and fundraising.
Sullivan spent his time working on the Aspen
IDEAS Festival and with Aspen Conference
Services. Weaver’s internship involved
boosting community involvement in think-tank
programs and events.
“The experience was a rich one, both
professionally and personally,” Sullivan says.
“There is no doubt that the Aspen Institute
manages to provide a glimpse into fields of
work around the world in a truly diverse way.”

IN ASPEN, COLORADO

Pruitt, Weaver and Sullivan

based on their professional experience.
The college would like at least 200
volunteer mentors in the system before
offering the program to students.
“There are many ways to contribute to
student success, and myMentor offers
a way for people who believe in the
power of a liberal arts education to give
their time and share their knowledge
with the next generation of Wofford
students,” says Dina Roberts, executive
director of engagement and annual
giving, a partner with The Space on the
myMentor service. “The program offers

Sam Padula ’20, mathematics major,
Cambridge, Mass.
Through the support of the Papadopoulos
Scholarship, Padula participated in research
at Harvard Medical School. As part of Dr.
Jeremey Gunawardena’s mathematic biology
group, Padula’s research focused on the
mathematics behind a specific gene editing
tool. The experience allowed Padula to become
more familiar with both theoretical and
mathematical biology. He says he is thankful
for the Papadopoulos Scholarship because it
allowed him to pick the project and location
that best fit his interests.
“My time conducting research at
Harvard Medical School has been
highly transformative, both personally
and professionally,” says Padula. “It is
opportunities like this that truly distinguish
Wofford from other liberal arts colleges.”

IN LONGWOOD, MASSACHUSETTS

Padula (left) with graduate student mentor Chris Nam.

a flexible way for people to share their
experience. Mentors can decide on their
level of commitment and mentor on
their own schedule. I urge anyone who
wants to make an immediate difference
for Wofford students to sign up now.”

TO G E T STA R TE D, V I S I T:
wofford.firsthand.co
Select GIVE ADVICE to begin the
registration process.

A L U M N I : WO F F O R D S T U D E N T S N E E D YO U !
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Top: Patel. Bottom: Talledo.

Ruhi Patel ’20, chemistry and Spanish
major, Spartanburg, S.C.
Patel interned at the Medical University
of South Carolina, conducting research
with a team of individuals who have been
investigating the temporal mandibular joint.
As a student on the pre-dental track, Patel says
this experience has helped her understand the
meticulousness and attention to detail required
to generate results.
“I learned that research isn’t possible without
collaboration between multiple individuals,
which is what most stands out to me
about this internship,” Patel says. “Sharing
knowledge and new perspectives turns
results into conclusions.”

IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
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Top: Shearer. Bottom: McCreery.

Leila Shearer ’20, psychology and
Spanish major, Duluth, Ga.
Shearer interned with Early Bird’s Applied
Behavior Analysis (ABA) in Atlanta, Ga., as an
in-home, one-on-one behavior therapist for
children with autism and other developmental
disabilities. During the internship, Shearer
worked with clients using ABA to improve their
adaptive behavior, communication and social
skills. She found her time and work at Early
Bird’s ABA rewarding and plans to stay in the
field upon graduation.
“Seeing progress in a child I had been
working with made everything worthwhile,”
says Shearer.”

IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Savannah Talledo ’21, chemistry and
theatre major, Spartanburg, S.C.

Madison McCreery ’20, government
major, Madison, Miss.

Working in an environmental spectrometry
lab at the University of Delaware, Talledo and
her group researched nano aerosols and how
they interact with the atmosphere. She used
a process called droplet assisted ionization to
study the aerosols in an attempt to find the
optimal conditions for the aerosols for research
and study.

As an intern at OTO Development, a hotel
development and operations company,
McCreery’s job was assisting the operations
team with various projects. Her day-to-day
duties included communicating with managers,
updating databases, conducting market
research and working the front desk of the AC
Hotel in Spartanburg.

“I wanted to see if a graduate chemistry
degree was the right route for me,” says
Talledo. “This summer proved that it certainly
is. I had a great time while learning valuable
skills, especially in the area of data analysis.”

“This has been such an amazing experience
for my future career,” says McCreery. “I have
learned not only about the hospitality industry,
but business as well. As a business minor, it tied
in well with my academic studies.”

IN NEWARK, DELAWARE

IN SPARTANBURG

Jacorie McCall ’22, undecided major,
Dillon, S.C. | Rik Ujaan ’21, international
affairs major, Bluffton, S.C.
In Washington, D.C., McCall and Ujaan both
gained experience that will help them prepare
for their futures in the political field. As an
intern in the U.S. House of Representatives
with Congressman Tim Rice, McCall’s work
involved researching specific issues, providing
office management support, interacting
with constituents, summarizing reports and
assisting with mail and telephone contacts.
Ujaan, who was an intern with the U.S.
Senate Committee on the Judiciary, built a
professional network while working on Capitol
Hill and meeting with congressional and
political liaisons in the Indian embassy.
“I have learned how Capitol Hill works
through the lens of a very active committee,”
says Ujaan. “I was reminded that work
culture, the people who you work with and
the location of your work are extremely
important.”

H ANDS H AK E : A WO FFO RD
ST U DE NT ’S O NE -STO P S H O P
Wofford College has joined the Handshake
community, and students now have another
resource for gaining workforce experience
to complement the college’s rigorous
academic program.
Through Handshake, which launched in
March 2019, students can:
++ Access thousands of internship and job
opportunities.
++ Sign up for meetings with Wofford’s
professional development and
entrepreneurship mentors.
++ Tailor their feed to match specific
interests.
++ Connect with other students, employers
and alumni.
++ Learn about professional development
programs and trainings.

Left: Ujaan. Right: Flaherty.

Clare Flaherty ’20, history and
sociology and anthropology major,
Davidson, N.C.
Flaherty interned at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington, D.C., as a manager
for the Smithsonian Summer Camp. She
coordinated field trips for over 90 summer
camps in addition to supervising youth
counselors.
“My favorite part of the internship was
planning exciting trips,” she says. “One
of these was a kindergarten dinosaur
camp field trip to the National Museum of
Natural History, where the kids met two real
paleontologists.”

IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

“Handshake offers so many ways to
customize professional development
training and career preparation,” says Curt
McPhail ’96, executive director of The Space
in the Mungo Center. “With our previous
job search program, there were hundreds
of job and internship opportunities. With
Handshake, there are thousands.”
According to McPhail, there are currently
more than 3,000 available opportunities
listed for Wofford students and recent
graduates on Handshake. Handshake,
however, is more than a job board.
“The platform helps students at every
step of their career journey,” says McPhail.
“Students and young alumni can discover
career opportunities, get job and internship
recommendations that match their interests
and skills, and connect with people who
have had success using Handshake for
additional advice.”
Handshake offers services for more
than 800 college and university career
centers and employers as well. For more
information or to connect to Wofford
and employers through Handshake, visit
wofford.joinhandshake.com.
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JUST
GOT
BETTER
T H E T E R R I E R FA M I LY

BY J O A N N M I TC H E L L B R A S I N G TO N ’ 8 9

T H I S I S WO F F O R D
When Wofford’s enthusiastic student
Orientation staff greeted new students on
Aug. 28, they welcomed 74 first-generation
college students and 120 legacies. They
celebrated the arrival of 65 who signed
national letters of intent to play Division
I athletics for the Terriers, 56 high school
student body officers and 26 editors of
student magazines or newspapers. Twenty
percent of the class is of an ethnicity other
than white, and 44.5 percent is from out of
state.
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CLASS
OF 2023
W E LC O M I N G T H E

“For those of us who work in
admission and financial aid, move-in
day is our favorite day of the year,”
says Brand Stille ’86, vice president for
enrollment. “This year we welcomed 16
transfers and 475 first-year students,
who come from 25 states and six
countries, as far away as Norway.
There are 253 women and 222 men
with an average high school GPA
of 4.18. We have a senator to Boys’
Nation, the host of a reality TV show
aired on six continents and three
musicians with original songs on
Spotify.”
According to Stille, the Class of 2023
includes cliff jumpers and skydivers,
class valedictorians and national merit
finalists. Lilly Hatton, of Georgetown,
Ind., scored more than 2,000 points
over four years of playing varsity
basketball — and yes, she’ll be playing
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for the Terriers. Nick Ackard, of
Mount Pleasant, S.C., was promoted
to assistant catering manager at Ben
and Jerry’s in Charleston, S.C., and
scooped more than 14,000 servings of
ice cream this summer alone.
Jack Stomberger, of Danville, Ky., was
named Outstanding Attorney and won
the Supreme Court Showcase at the
Kentucky Youth Assembly, and Matilda
Redfern, of Atlanta, Ga., has had three
art pieces in national museums.
Saidie McAuley, of Winston-Salem,
N.C., traveled to 21 states in 23 days
this summer, and Isaiah Franco, of
Newtown, Pa., spent two weeks
volunteering at the National Hispanic
Institute in Texas.
Gray Whitener, of Columbia, S.C., is a
fourth-generation Wofford student,
and Annalee Rodgers, of Johnston,

S.C., managed a payroll for 300
farm employees and maintained all
accounts at a multimillion-dollar peach
company.
“Every student in the Class of 2023
was handpicked,” Stille says. “We are
confident that each and every firstyear student has what it takes to be
successful here academically and to
contribute in a positive way to this
community.
“Just imagine what the list of
accomplishments of the Class of 2023
might look like four years from now
… graduated with honors … inducted
into Phi Beta Kappa … received a
full scholarship to medical school …
became a Rhodes Scholar … accepted
into the Peace Corps. Wofford is even
better because of the Class of 2023!”

“WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT EACH AND
EVERY FIRST-YEAR STUDENT HAS WHAT
IT TAKES TO BE SUCCESSFUL HERE
ACADEMICALLY AND TO CONTRIBUTE IN
A POSITIVE WAY TO THIS COMMUNITY.”
Brand Stille ’86
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BY JO ANN MITCHELL BRASINGTON ’89

FOR FLORENCE
FOR WOFFORD
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS BRING OUT THE BEST IN BOTH PLACES
If you’re in a convenience store in Florence, S.C., and three people are in line, at least
one of them will be a Wofford graduate. Carpool lines, concerts, school assemblies,
committee meetings, dance recitals, restaurants and youth soccer games follow the
same pattern — at least that’s a running Wofford joke in the community that sits at
the heart of the Pee Dee region of the state.
The Wofford-Florence connection dates back to the college’s earliest years. Even
before Florence was chartered in 1871 and incorporated in 1890, families from the Pee
Dee region often sent their best and brightest to Wofford for a liberal arts education.
They believed, in the words of James H. Carlisle, Wofford’s third president, “The
student ought to be educated not simply or chiefly because he intends to become
a farmer, lawyer, or statesman, but because he is a human being — with inlets of joy,
with possibilities of effort and action that no trade or calling can satisfy or exhaust.”
Some things have changed in the pipeline between the Pee Dee and Wofford. Women
and minorities now drive the highways between Wofford and Florence for holidays
and summer vacations. Students from Florence have traveled the world with Wofford
support — Victoria Nwankudu ’19, a Spanish and international affairs major from
Florence, did research abroad in South Africa, Peru and Morocco as the college’s
Presidential International Scholar, and Helen Lamm ’17 spent her junior year studying
abroad in China as a Boren Scholar. Students from the Pee Dee area are involved at
Wofford as student-athletes, musicians, artists, Campus Union representatives and
members of sororities and fraternities.
One thing, however, has remained the same. Wofford graduates in the Florence area
are still doing their part to make their community a better place to live and work.
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FOR
equality
&
positive change
PHE OBE CL ARK ’02

Charles Hamilton Houston, Thurgood Marshall, Oliver
Hill, Charlotte E. Ray, Macon Allen, Barack Obama.
Pheobe Clark ’02 looks at influential African-American
attorneys and feels a sense of responsibility.
“We have a responsibility as minorities to maintain the
strides that have been made before us,” says Clark, an
attorney with the Wukela Law Firm in Florence, S.C. “My
part means addressing discrimination. Calling out wrong
and doing it in a way that can change the law and have a
positive impact on the landscape of my community.”
Clark, who played basketball for the Terriers, practices in
the areas of civil rights, employment discrimination, wage
disputes, bankruptcy and medical malpractice. She also
is involved in her community through Delta Sigma Theta,
the American Cancer Society, youth mentoring and Trinity
Baptist Church, a congregation that has been involved in
the revitalization of downtown Florence through youth,
homeless and food ministries.

“When I came back to Florence as an adult (after Wofford
and law school), I began to hear a lot of rumblings about
changes in the downtown area; small or black businesses
were being pushed out. I felt like not much had changed,”
says Clark. “But things are never black and white; that’s
something I learned at Wofford. When I understood the
overall goals and the far-reaching effect of revitalization, I
began to see that the temporary discomfort would lead to
a bigger and brighter downtown.”
According to Clark, the addition of a discount grocery
store in an impoverished area near downtown and First
Friday downtown festivities with art, music, food and
shopping have been welcome byproducts of revitalization.
“It’s beautiful. All races, all ages, all backgrounds sitting
together in the middle of the street on Fridays listening to
music,” says Clark. “I want Florence to be above the fray,
not indifferent, but different. That’s what I’m seeing more
and more.”
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EVANS HOLL AND ’57 still wears his Sigma Alpha

Epsilon fraternity ring, and the medallion he received at his
50th college reunion hangs in his Florence, S.C., office along
with other Wofford memorabilia. He was one of 13 young men
from McClenaghan High School in Florence to matriculate to
Wofford in the fall of 1953, and like many who have come to
Wofford from the area, he still remains connected to both his
hometown and college roots.

Holland found success developing Liberty Life buildings in the
Carolinas. Then he partnered with his mother-in-law, who had
land in the Myrtle Beach area, to establish Pearce Land Co.

“I think that year we had the second-highest number of
students attending Wofford in the state,” says Holland, who
was recruited to play football for the Terriers and majored in
chemistry. “The whole college only had about 600 guys then.”

The company, which has been a part of downtown Florence
revitalization efforts, is prospering along with the community,
and Holland remains active both professionally and personally
— the Florence economic development board, the Salvation
Army board and multiple boards and committees with McLeod
Health and the McLeod Foundation board. He was also on the
committee to build the Florence Presbyterian Community and
McLeod Hospice House, a commitment for which Holland was
honored with the Spirit of Hospice Award in 2015.

After graduation, Holland began working with Milliken and
Co., which required moving around, but when he started his
own businesses, he knew he would settle in Florence.

“I just do what the family, the office and the community ask me
to do,” he says. Holland is being humble, but he does find true
pleasure in working with others to improve his community.

“We lived in Fayetteville, N.C., for about 10 years, and I
enjoyed it and got to know a lot of people, but Florence is
home,” he says.

DR. LYNN CL ARY ’86 is used to being a pioneer.

She was among the first in her family to go to college. She
was one of the first residential women at Wofford, and she
was the third woman to practice obstetrics and gynecology in
Florence, S.C.
“My best friend and former partner — Dr. Kelly Rainwater, a
Furman University graduate and parent of Wofford students
Turner Rainwater ’18 (now in medical school) and Price
Rainwater ’21 — finished a year before me. She’s from Florence
and was committed to the community. She convinced me to
join her practice,” says Clary.
Clary decided to become a physician when she was 16 and
hospitalized in Charleston for three months with an eating
disorder. There she met a third-year medical student and
Wofford graduate.
“We connected, and I decided then that I was going to Wofford
and was going to become a doctor.” Clary majored in biology,

DR. C ARROLL PL AYER ’60 , a retired dentist

and community volunteer in Florence, S.C., was on hand to
promote and support junior golf in South Carolina at the
68th Grant Bennett Florence Junior Invitational, the longestrunning junior boys championship in the state. Also at the
Country Club of Florence for the event were Jesse Smith ’03
(left), a member of the board of trustees of the South Carolina
Junior Golf Foundation and owner of Element Advisors in
Columbia, S.C., and Brian Fast ’07, senior vice president and
market executive with First Citizens Bank in Florence.
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and Dr. Donald Dobbs became a mentor. “I loved that man. I
still remember how he chewed on that cigar the whole time he
was in class,” she says. Dr. Charlie Barrett and Dr. Jim Seegars
were also favorites.
Now suffering from severe arthritis, Clary no longer practices
obstetrics and is considering which trail to blaze next. She has
enjoyed being a part of the thriving medical community in
Florence but realizes it may be time for a change.
“My first love was music,” says Clary, who was raised by her
grandmother, a woman she calls smart, independent and
resilient (sounds familiar). “She taught us to sing and play
piano almost before we could walk.” Clary still enjoys playing
the piano, both for herself and for Central United Methodist
Church when asked.
For now, Clary is enjoying time with friends and family
[husband William Garey; twins John and James, who just
started college; and Sarah Kate (14)] as well as having more
time to invest in her church and the Florence community.

In 2018, Player initiated the Dr. Robert C. Jeffrey Endowed
Scholarship Fund at Wofford under the Trustee Matching
Fund. Once funded, the scholarship will support students
who demonstrate financial need and an interest in studying
government.
Jeffrey is a professor of government and international affairs
at Wofford. Former students who wish to make gifts to the
fund in his honor should contact the Wofford College Office of
Advancement at advancement@wofford.edu or 864-497-4200.

FOR
community
development
EVANS HOLL AND ’57

FOR
medicine
&
music
DR. LYNN CL ARY ’86

FOR
a
good
cause
SMITH ’03, FAST ‘07, PL AYER ’60
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FOR
opportunity
&
education
ZENOBIA COLLINS EDWARDS ’90

DR. ZENOBIA COLLINS EDWARDS ’90

has always had an affinity for students on the margins. She
mentors, coaches, teaches, develops programs, analyzes
data, champions and sometimes, by strength of will alone,
creates opportunities and equity for students.
“Children today have so much more trauma in their lives,
and poor performance in school is usually a product of
their environment or something beyond their control,” says
Edwards. “We have to deal with that, and we have to do it
by pairing structure and consistency with new and creative
ways of looking at problems, teaching students and helping
them reach their goals.”
After establishing the Darlington County Intervention
School in 1999 and shepherding the program to distinction
as a national dropout prevention model within three
years, Edwards accepted a position with College Summit,
a national nonprofit designed to help mid-tier students
prepare for and gain entrance into top colleges. She then
was founding dean of Metropolitan College at Johnson C.
Smith University. There she developed a comprehensive
adult degree program and worked on a freshman entry
program with the goal of helping marginally admitted firstyear students graduate at the same rate as their peers.
Now Edwards is back in the Florence area to be closer to
family and to breathe new life into the Intervention School.
“Our school becomes a family for students who often have
been considered the least of these,” says Edwards.
Edwards was raised in a family of educators. Her father
taught science at Byrnes High School in Spartanburg
County, and Edwards taught in the classroom beside him
immediately after she graduated from Wofford, something
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she calls her “greatest honor.” Her mother was a teacher as
well. She would bring students home, feed them and help
them with their homework. Her father was a community
mentor whose door was always open.
“This doesn’t feel like work to me,” says Edwards. “I know
I’m doing exactly what God asked me to do. Educating
students is in my DNA.”
In 2004, Edwards took her work with students beyond the
classroom. She and her sister, Dr. Tina Collins Woodward,
started I Am B.E.A.U.T.I.F.U.L. Inc., an initiative designed to
empower young girls.
“We noticed that we were constantly coaching girls and
even their mothers, trying to get them to stay on course,”
says Edwards. “We all love being called beautiful, but the
word should be about more than hair and makeup. We
took the word and made it about identity and character.
Our ‘BEAUTIFUL’ stands for: Brave, Energetic, Assertive,
Unique, Tenacious, Important, Fabulous, Unequaled and
Loved.”
In 2017, women’s clothing line Lane Bryant made I Am
B.E.A.U.T.I.F.U.L. the recipient of the proceeds of its
#ImNoAngel challenge, which made more empowerment
opportunities available to more girls and women. One of
those opportunities brought girls from Georgia and South
Carolina to Wofford.
“We stopped at Greene Hall, and I showed them the exact
room I was in my first year. I told them about Light Kinney
’91, who was in my philosophy class, and showed them his
sculpture in front of the library. They loved the new fine
arts building, and they got to go to the bookstore,” says
Edwards. “ I want these girls to aspire to be at Wofford or
another top college or university.”

FOR
renovation
&
revitalization
JAY HAM ’90

JAY HAM ’90 barely noticed the pigeon guano,

animal nests and spider webs. As he walked through
the old Schofield Hardware and Barringer Building in
downtown Florence, S.C., he only had eyes for the original
plaster, hardwood floors and exposed beams.
Now the buildings are home to Hotel Florence and
Victor’s, a boutique hotel and upscale restaurant.
Following large municipal and university projects — a
library, a museum and a center for the arts — Hotel
Florence was the first major private project in the
downtown revitalization movement. Ham was the
project manager and part of a joint venture as the
general contractor. Since then, Ham and his SpringBridge
Development partners have completed eight downtown
building renovation and construction projects over the
past five years, including the construction of a new Hyatt
Place on the corner of East Evans and South Dargan
streets that opened earlier this year.
“Lots of people ask how it happened so quickly — the
revitalization of downtown Florence,” says Ham. “We
were just coming out of the recession, so it was the right
combination of public and private interest at the right time.”
Ham gets a lot of satisfaction from listening to his
community respond to the change.
“I love hearing the stories from older generations who
have enjoyed seeing these buildings restored … how they
used to come to downtown Florence and buy one shotgun
shell at a time from Barringer Hardware, or how they came
downtown to buy shoes at Nofals.”
The economic reward — both for his business and
his community — is just one of the reasons Ham is
particularly proud of his work in Florence.

“My kids are growing up here. I want them to consider it a
cool place to live and work and raise their own families if
that’s what they decide to do,” he says.
Ham and his wife, Annie, have two children, James (16)
and Anabel (12). Ham recently stopped by Wofford’s
campus with James for a tour. The experience brought
back memories.
“I was underperforming as a sophomore when Dr. Vince
Miller called me into his office after class one day. He said,
‘Why are you here?’ He didn’t say, but it was definitely
implied, that I should quit wasting his time, go back home
and work in my family’s construction company. That woke
me up, and I turned things around. I was a finance major,
but from that time on, I took every English class I could,
especially classes with Dr. Miller.”
After graduation, Ham did go back to work for his family’s
construction company, then he spent four years working
in the public finance sector. He returned home at 27 with
the resources and expertise to buy and take over the
family business.
“Construction companies rise and fall, but our family’s
company still exists today … in a different form, but it still
exists,” says Ham, who, along with his partners, has active
hotel development projects throughout the Southeast.
“I didn’t realize the benefits of a liberal arts education
when I was at Wofford, but I did know that I enjoyed
taking classes outside of my major,” he says. “Wofford is a
big family, and the Wofford experience teaches you to get
along with everybody. And working well with other people
is a big part of being successful in business.”
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FRED DUBARD ’57 loves a good story — both hearing one
and telling one.
His Florence, S.C., story starts at Wofford.
“I’d never been down there, except to go to the beach,” says
DuBard, even though his hometown was Columbia, S.C.,
“but about half of my Kappa Sig brothers were from the Pee
Dee area.”
As a Wofford student, DuBard spent a year working with
Frank Logan in the college’s Department of Admission. He
loved the work and planned a career in the field.
“The last thing I wanted to do was go back into the food
business like my daddy,” says DuBard, but after a military
commitment and with a family to support, that’s exactly
what happened. Working with PYA Monarch took DuBard
to Charleston and Greenville, S.C., before he was asked to
take over Anheuser-Busch’s underperforming market in the
Pee Dee area.
“It was like throwing Brer Rabbit in the briar patch,” says
DuBard. “I liked the small town feel and the people, some
I knew from Wofford. People in the Pee Dee had their own
time and pace. When I was in Greenville, I wore a coat and
tie every day. Here I took that tie off really quickly, and now
I only wear one when I go to church.”

“I hired good people. I gave them a job to do; I trained
them, then I got out of their way,” he says. “We had very
little turnover, and I think that’s because people were given
the authority and the means to do their jobs. I helped when
asked, gave praise when deserved, then watched as people
came up with new ways and new thoughts and new ideas.”
In the early 1990s, DuBard was asked to join a group called
Vision 2000. The community planning group had no
money, but they did research, visited other communities
and planned. Vision 2010 and Vision 2020 followed, and
DuBard has been committed since the start.
“What’s happened in downtown Florence today started
in that group,” says DuBard. “Lots of people said nothing
would ever get going downtown, but one person got
interested in what was best for Florence, then another, then
another. Now it’s a marvel.”
DuBard is retired, but he stays busy caring for his farm and
wife of 61 years, Jessie.
“I have a garden, mow the grass and shake and pick the
pecan trees,” says DuBard. “I’ve lived here for 40 years now.
Florence is home.”

After 40 years in the community, he’s made his mark.
“When I got here, Budweiser only had 15 percent market
share,” says DuBard. “When I sold the company, we had 72
percent share of the market.”
Success meant long days, cold calls, building a fleet of
reliable trucks and trusting his employees.

FOR new ways, thoughts & ideas
F RED D UBARD ’ 5 7

NICOLE SIMMONS HUPFER ’96 always knew she would
return to her hometown of Florence, S.C. JAY HUPFER ’96
also grew up in the Pee Dee region, about 30 minutes away
in Hartsville, S.C. He came to Florence with a clerkship
during law school.
Now they’re doing their part to make sure their community
thrives with opportunity for their children and others who
want to make Florence home.
“There’s a chance that my children will get married in the
same church where we got married, in the same church
in which they were baptized. That doesn’t always happen
anymore,” says Nicole. Coming back home also means
their children, Eloise (15) and Jack (12), get to spend time
regularly with both sets of grandparents and their 97-yearold great-grandmother. “If they want to come back to
Florence, I want them to have the opportunity to pursue
whatever.”
Jay is an attorney with King, Love, Hupfer and Nance.
Nicole is a financial advisor with Edward Jones Investments.
She’s heavily involved in her children’s schools and in the
life of Central United Methodist Church, including service
on the staff-parish relations committee. Jay is on the board
of the Florence Symphony and the Boy Scouts, and he
helped bring a Smithsonian-quality museum as an anchor to
the downtown area.
“We’re very lucky to have a museum of this quality in
Florence,” says Jay. “Downtown revitalization efforts
weren’t a guaranteed success, but they have been.”
While the Hupfers are committed to making their
community a better place to live and work, they’re also
committed to making sure their children are global citizens.
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They have maps in their home from their family travels.
“We believe that a more worldly view gives you better
empathy for others, even if you live in a small southern
town,” says Nicole. “It’s important to us that our children
understand that all people are valued. Wofford did that for
us when we were students.”
The Hupfers also bring Eloise and Jack to campus a few
times each year for Homecoming and athletics events.
Eloise just finished Rod Ray’s tennis camp at Wofford,
leaving with the 2019 Competitor of the Year award.
“I’ve grown up at Wofford,” says Eloise. “When I’m there
for camp, I never want to leave.”
The connections between the Hupfers and Florence and
Wofford seem endless. They enjoy athletics watch events
with Wofford friends in the community. (The family
says Hood Temple ’86, an attorney and former Wofford
student body president, is one of the biggest Wofford fans
in town and throws the best watch parties.) They worship
with Terriers at Central United Methodist Church, where
the Rev. Thomas Smith ’97 and Ellen Burris Smith ’97
now serve. (The Rev. Will Malambri ’98 and Sally Gray
McIntyre Malambri ’97 were at Central until June 2019.)
The Hupfers meet Terriers for dinner, gather with sorority
and fraternity friends and travel to cheer on the Terriers
whenever possible. Eloise even roomed with Frances
Smith, the daughter of Mary Catherine Caldwell Smith ’96,
one of Nicole’s college roommates, during tennis camp at
Wofford.

FOR home & family
JAY ’96 & N I CO L E S I M M O N S H U P FE R ’96

“When you walk into a room with a Wofford person,
there’s an immediate trust,” Nicole says. “I feel
comfortable saying, ‘hold my purse and watch my kids.’
Florence is home, and Wofford is family.”

ROBERT MASSEY ’16 says it’s been a blur since

graduating from Wofford. After graduation he began working in Atlanta, Ga. He and his wife, Katy, were married,
and now he has moved back to the Pee Dee area, where
he’s an inside sales representative with Nucor Cold Finish,
a company that sells steel products in Darlington, S.C.
Massey, who was a member of the college’s football team,
remains connected to the college through athletics.
“This year specifically, we enjoyed seeing the men’s
basketball team make their NCAA run,” says Massey. “We
traveled to Jacksonville to see them play Kentucky live. It’s
a moment I’ll never forget.”
Massey still falls back on the lessons he learned on the
gridiron with his Wofford teammates. “The game taught
me how to take coaching, demand greatness, be excited
about life and work hard for the person right beside you,”
he says. “I’ll always be a big supporter of the great people
of Wofford and their athletics.”

FOR competition & work ethic
R O B E RT M A S S E Y ’ 16
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CLASS NOTES
1957

1973

1981

In January, Dr. B.G. Stephens, Jim Hipp ’73,
Woody Willard Jr. ’74 and David Britt ’77 were
presented with the Spartanburg County Historical
Association’s annual Peggy Thompson Gignilliat
Preservation Award for their efforts to restore
the Glendale Shoals bridge. The award was presented by Charlie Gray ’72, Spartanburg County
Historical Association vice president.

Wesley Hammond spoke at Happy Hollow Park
in Spartanburg about the legacy of Newt Hardie,
founder of the Trees Coalition. Hammond is a
member of the Converse Heights Neighborhood
Association and a volunteer for both the Trees
Coalition and the Kudzu Coalition of the Upstate
of South Carolina.

Ronnie Andrews Jr. is the new CEO at OncoCyte
Corp., a developer of noninvasive tests for the
early detection of lung cancer, in Alameda, Calif.
He serves on the Wofford Board of Trustees.

1959
Former high school football coach Gary Roper was
inducted into the Cambridge Academy Athletics
Hall of Fame in Greenwood, S.C.

1968
Henry Giles Jr. recently celebrated 50 years with
Spartanburg Community College. He has served
the past six years as the college’s president.

1969
In January, Perseus Holdings USA, an immune-oncology
company focused on the development of immunemediated technologies for the treatment of cancer,
appointed Billy Pearson to its board of directors.

1970
Emerson Bell was elected to the board of trustees of
the University of the South (Sewanee), representing
the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. Bell is retired
and living in Charlotte.

1972
Dr. David Martin Keith recently celebrated his 40th
anniversary of practicing medicine in Union, S.C.
Keith and his wife, Sue, are parents to a son and
a daughter and have seven grandchildren. They
are members of Grace United Methodist Church
in Union.

1974
Dr. John Anthony White Jr. and his wife, Bonnie,
moved into a new, highly efficient home in the
Green Grove Cohousing Community in their longtime hometown of Forest Grove, Ore. White is in
his 25th year of teaching occupational therapy at
Pacific University.

1976

1983
The Rev. Dr. Buddy Phillips is the new senior
pastor at St. Paul’s Waccamaw United Methodist
Church in Pawley’s Island, S.C.

1984
Meg Hunt, special projects director and media
relations coordinator for the Upcountry History
Museum in Greenville, S.C., was awarded the 2019
National Federation of Press Women’s President’s
Award.

1985

William James Bannen is the senior supervisor
for regulatory affairs at Nutra Manufacturing Inc.,
in Greenville, S.C. Bannen also plays bass guitar for
the band Solidifide.

In June, Rick Morales, owner of Morales
Construction Co. Inc., was named a Florida certified master builder.

1977

1986

In June, Jim Hackney began his new position
as executive vice president for advancement for
Kanuga, a conference, retreat and camp center in
Hendersonville, N.C.

After 15 years of service as the superintendent of
Spartanburg School District Five, Scott Turner
joined Greenville County Schools as the deputy
superintendent.

1978

1987

After 27 years at Murray-Calloway County Hospital
in Murray, Ky., Dr. Dewey Dean Jr. retired as
pathologist and laboratory medical director. Dean
and his wife plan to move to Lexington, Ky., to be
close to their daughter and grandson.

David Shelly Mullis Jr., formerly with Turner/
Warner Media, is relocating from Atlanta, Ga., to
Upstate South Carolina. Mullins says that Wofford
always has felt like home to him, and he is excited
to be back.

Century Glass in Columbia, S.C., has welcomed Phil
Cardone as the newest sales representative in the
company’s northeast Columbia branch.

The Index-Journal of Greenwood, S.C., recently
published an article about James Anderson
Timmerman, president and CEO of Abbeville First
Bank and cochairman of the Abbeville Promise, a
scholarship program for local students.

F I N D I N G S U CCE S S I N L AW SCH OO L

WO F F O R D A LU M N A W I N S R AY H . J EN KI N S T R I A L C O M P E T I T I O N
by Kate Thomas

Katelyn Sanders ’17, a second-year law
student at the University of Tennessee
College of Law, and her partner,
Elana Samuels, won best team after
arguing a case in a mock trial before a
Tennessee judge at the Ray H. Jenkins
Trial Competition.
Sanders (left) first began toying with
the idea of going to law school after
taking a class on religion and the law
taught by Dr. Dan Mathewson, associate
professor of religion at Wofford.
When the class took a field trip to see
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arguments at the Supreme Court of
South Carolina, Sanders was hooked.
“For me, studying religion was a way to
better understand others and to make
sense of societies and cultures,” Sanders
says. “Being able to think critically about
complicated and nuanced topics helped
me tremendously as I transitioned into
law school and began grappling with
legal issues.”
Upon graduation from law school in
2020, Sanders plans to pursue a career
in criminal defense.

“After interning with the Spartanburg
County Public Defender’s Office during
Interim my senior year, I was drawn
to that work, something that has not
changed since being in law school,” she
says.
Even in Knoxville, Sanders keeps
Wofford close. She and her Boston
Terrier, Snyder, a name that harkens to
President Henry Nelson Snyder, Snyder
House and Snyder Field, cheer on the
Terriers every chance they get.

1989
Will Kellett is an account executive with KeyMark,
an enterprise content management solutions provider in Liberty, S.C.

1990
After leading the company’s most recent expansion
into St. George, S.C., Tripp Lee has been promoted
to vice president of sales and operations for Frasier
Tire Service Inc.

1991
In May, Lillian Gonzalez was promoted to professor of accounting, business and finance at Wofford.
On May 22, Wendy White Tiegreen was the
keynote speaker at a workshop, “Employing
Peer Support & Family Peer Support,” in Des
Moines, Iowa. Tiegreen is the director of
Medicaid and health system innovation for the
Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities.

1993
In addition to being promoted to the position
of safety, health and environmental director for
manufacturing at Nestle in Aurora, Ohio, Ray
Ashley McGuire has become a certified safety
professional.
Dr. David Douglas Grier accepted a new position
as a hematopathologist with Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital Medical Center’s Division of Pathology.

1996
On Feb. 6, Kirk Griffin was elected to the position
of circuit court judge, at-large, seat 2 by the South
Carolina General Assembly. Griffin lives in Sumter,
S.C., with his wife, Suzanne, and their two children,
Mary Margaret and Ryan.

1997
Craig Parks was named director of public affairs
and advocacy for the University of South Carolina.
In this new role, Parks will help shape and implement the university system’s advocacy and policy
positions and programs throughout the state.

1998
On July 14, the Rev. Will Malambri became
the new senior pastor at Belin Memorial United
Methodist Church in Murrells Inlet, S.C. Malambri
is a member of the Wofford Board of Trustees.
Dr. Gregory Michael Mikota and his wife, Camila,
welcomed son Henry Michael Mikota on June 21,
2018. They live in Sumter, S.C., with their other
children, Cecilia and Penelope.
Robert Alexander Stacy has been promoted to
chief operating officer with Catalyst Healthcare
Real Estate. The new position required that he and
his family relocate from Winston-Salem, N.C., to
Pensacola, Fla.

1999

UPDATE YOUR
INFORMATION AND
SUBMIT YOUR NEWS
TO BE CONSIDERED
FOR THE NEXT ISSUE
OF WOFFORD TODAY.

Submit updates
electronically
by visiting
wofford.edu/alumni
and clicking “Share
Your Story”

Write to us at
Wofford Alumni
429 N. Church Street
Spartanburg, S.C. 29303

Call the Alumni Office
at 864-597-4185

In February, Bentley Douglas Price was elected
circuit court judge, resident seat 2, in Charleston,
S.C.

1994
Mike Alan Greer joined the Marsh & McLennan
Agency as manager for the employee health and
benefits division for its Virginia locations.

Stay in touch with the college
and other alumni through

WOFFORDCONNECT!
The new online service allows you to:

++Update your personal profile.
++Adjust your privacy settings to

control what, if any, of your profile
will be available for other alumni
to see.

++Search for classmates by industry,
location and more.

++Sign up for myMentor
(see page 26).

++View your giving history.
++View and pay on your pledge.
++Manage your communications
preferences.

For more information, contact the
Wofford College Alumni Association
at alumni@wofford.edu.
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CLASS NOTES
2001

2007

Kev’s Best, a blog that rates businesses, named Dr.
Lindsey Bigbie Finklea as one of the top dermatologists in the San Antonio, Texas, area.
Katy Anne Ritter married Matthew William Weiser
on June 1, in Nampa, Idaho. The couple lives in
Eagle, Idaho, and Ritter is director of the Office
of Technology Transfer at Boise State University.

2003
In May, East Cooper Community Outreach named
eight new board members, including Andrew
Victor Davis. Davis is the CFO and owner of Stavis
Enterprises Inc., in Mount Pleasant, S.C.

2004
Erin Michelle Bradley has joined the Apartment
and Office Building Association of Metropolitan
Washington on its regional advocacy team. In this
role, Bradley will represent commercial and residential multifamily member interests before the
Prince George County government and the state
of Maryland.
Leland Grant Close has joined the Nexsen Pruet
law firm in Greenville, S.C., where he practices
employment and labor law.

Jean Cecil Frick wrote and published an article
for midlandsbiz.com, an online business magazine focusing on the Columbia, S.C., area. In the
article, Frick explains the benefits of a comprehensive stakeholder engagement plan for businesses.
She is a senior strategic advisor at NP Strategy in
Columbia.
John Pendleton Moore married Martha Fairey
Albergotti ’08 on June 8, at St. John’s United
Methodist Church in Anderson, S.C. The couple
lives in Spartanburg, where John is the president
and chief compliance officer for MTM Investment
Management.
Joe Walker was the 2019 recipient of Multi-Unit
Franchisee’s MVP Veteran Entrepreneurship
Award. Walker’s business portfolio includes
Marco’s Pizza and Carolina Mattress and Furniture
as well as other marketing, construction and real
estate companies. The award is given annually for
outstanding performance, leadership and innovation by a military veteran.
After serving as executive director of Lord Berkeley
Conservation Trust for six years, Joseph Raleigh
West accepted a new position as director of the
South Carolina Conservation Bank in Columbia.

Dr. Heidi Bostic, assistant professor of chemistry,
received tenure at Wofford in May.
Jennifer Dillenger, vice president for institutional
advancement at Spartanburg Methodist College, has
been named chief of staff. In her new role, she will support and coordinate the execution of collegewide projects
undertaken by the president.
Justin Wayne Richards spent three weeks this summer
in a research vessel in the Pacific Ocean exploring the
deep-water features of Kingman Reef, Palmyra Atoll and
Jarvis Island.
The Bellamy Law Firm announced that Brucie
Hendricks Smith has joined the firm as an associate in
its Pawley’s Island, S.C., office.

2009
Haynsworth Sinkler Boyd attorney John Kenneth
Langford graduated from Leadership Columbia,
an annual 10-month program that provides the
Columbia, S.C., community with an enduring
source of diverse leaders.
Ad Boyle and his wife, Lindsay, welcomed daughter
Eloise Lowndes Boyle on March 22. Boyle recently
was named director of South Risk Management’s
employee benefits division in Columbia, S.C.
On July 31, Catherine Paige Hanson and her
husband, Alan, welcomed their first child, James
Chaney Hanson. They live in McLean, Va.

BA S E BALL , TH E ATR E AN D A Y E LLOW TUX

F O R M ER WO F F O R D B A S EB A L L P L AY ER OW N S T H E S AVA N N A H B A N A N A S
by Kate Thomas

Jesse Cole ’07 came to Wofford to
play baseball. But he left a showman.
Cole grew up on baseball. He played
at Wofford and was recruited
professionally. Then he injured his
shoulder.
“It was the best thing to ever happen
to me,” says Cole, who discovered his
true passion through Wofford Theatre.
“What I realized was that I loved putting
on a show just as much as I loved
playing baseball.”
After graduation, Cole became general
manager of the Gastonia Grizzlies,
a collegiate summer league team in
Gastonia, N.C. The team became his
life, and Cole eventually proposed to his
girlfriend, Emily, on the field wearing his
signature yellow tux. After the proposal,
Emily surprised Cole with a trip to
Historic Grayson Stadium, home to a
professional team in Savannah, Ga.
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2010
Michael Quinn Gault has joined Harrison White as
a member of the law firm’s civil litigation team in
its Spartanburg office.
Morgan Neuhoff has joined the National
Association of Convenience Stores as its state
association advocacy manager in Alexandria, Va.
Howard Lee Salters Jr. has accepted a new position
as senior account manager at Milliken and Co., in
Spartanburg.

2011
Claudia Albergotti married Stuart Ruffin on May
18, at St. John’s United Methodist Church in Anderson,
S.C. Claudia is the executive vice president at Johnson
Management in Spartanburg.
After completing his Ph.D. in mathematics at the
University of Florida in May, John Darby Smith
accepted a postdoctoral position at Sandia National
Laboratories in Albuquerque, N.M.

2012
Bates Adair and Emily Poeppelman were married in
Asheville, N.C., on April 27. The couple lives in Charlotte,
N.C., where Bates is a tax consultant with Deloitte.
Reagan Styles Breitenstein earned a Ph.D. in psychology from Arizona State University and is conducting postdoctoral research at Indiana University. Her
husband, Eric Breitenstein ’13, is a teacher and coach
at Jackson Creek Middle School in Bloomington, Ind.

“We fell in love with the stadium and
the community but were shocked there
were only a few hundred fans at the
game,” Cole says. “We knew we could
do something special here, so when we
heard the professional team was leaving
because of lack of support, Emily and
I bought an expansion franchise in the
Coastal Plain League and worked with
the city of Savannah to welcome a
college summer baseball team.”
The Savannah Bananas, which was
named by a fan during the name-theteam contest, is not a normal baseball
team; Cole makes sure of it. It’s the only
baseball team with a pep band, a break
dancing first base coach and a yellowsuited Santa at every game.
“I remember the first time the first base
coach started break dancing,” Cole says.
“I watched thousands of people in the
stands put their cameras up. The next
day, we were all over ESPN.”

2018
Cash Collins and Natalie Ann Viator were
married on May 17, in Atlanta, Ga. They live in
Atlanta, where Cash is a senior consultant at CFO
Solutions.
Bowdre Fortson is the director of admission at St.
Margaret’s School in Tappahannock, Va. She had
been serving as the associate director of admission.

2013
In June, the Rev. Katherine Haselden Crimm was
introduced to Kingstree United Methodist Church
as the congregation’s new minister.

2015
James Anthony Daly and Olivia Anne Warner
were married on May 18, at Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Greenwood, S.C. The
couple lives in Greenville, S.C., where James
co-owns a recycling business, Daly Organics, and
Olivia is a lawyer with Parker Poe Adams and
Bernstein.

Lauren Elizabeth Reid married Emery Ford on June
8, in Columbia, S.C. Lauren is in medical school at the
University of Texas School of Public Health in Houston.

2019
Molly Elizabeth Humphries and Mikey Ray
Owens Jr. were married on June 1, in Spartanburg.
The couple resides in Kansas City, Mo.
Former men’s basketball forward Cam Jackson
has signed with the Mitteldeutscher Basketball
Club in Germany. Fletcher Magee also signed a
professional contract with Monbus Obradoiro in
Spain. Before moving to Spain, Magee played with
the Milwaukee Bucks in the team’s summer league.

Lauren Kirby Bove has taken a position as the
director of learning support services with the
Department of Athletics at Baylor University.

2017
Andrew Lathan Novak had five top-25 finishes
during the 2018-19 season of the Korn Ferry Tour. He
finished tied for fifth at the Country Club de Bogota
Championship.

Cole wants people to leave each game
and go tell their friends, “you won’t
believe what I saw at the ballpark last
night.” With zero marketing budget, the
Savannah Bananas went from selling
one ticket in the first few months to
selling out the past three seasons and
having a waitlist that numbers in the
thousands.
“People go to our games to feel good,”
Cole says “At every game there’s
dancing, singing, emotion, laughter,
tears. It’s like a movie script.”
And there is a script. Cole and the
Savannah Bananas staff choreograph
every game. Everything is intentional,
even the way they describe each game
as a show.

the game or the scoreboard, but I can
control the fan experience. Even if we
lose badly, people still have fun.”
Google “yellow tux,” and Cole pops up
along with the link to his book, “Find
Your Yellow Tux: How to Be Successful
by Standing Out.” Cole’s entrepreneurial
website and endless pictures and videos
are also easy to find.
Cole knows when he puts on his yellow
tux, it’s showtime, and he wears it every
single day. It’s his calling card.
“I believe in standing out,” says Cole.
“What do you own in people’s minds?
What sets you apart? For me, it’s this.”

“What we do is theatre,” says Cole.
“The signs outside say ‘Welcome to the
show.’ It’s not a baseball game; it’s a
show with some baseball. I can’t control
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IN MEMORIAM
1949

1957

John Harry Metz, April 14, 2019, Jacksonville, Fla.
Metz served in the U.S. Navy during World War II.
After the war, he moved to Jacksonville, where he
owned and operated Delta Construction Co. until
retirement.

Billie Cothran Metcalf, March 23, 2019, Charlotte,
N.C. A U.S. Army veteran, Metcalf had a passion
for teaching. He spent his entire career serving in
elementary, middle and high schools around North
Carolina.

1951

Dr. Jack Monroe Smith, July 27, 2019, Columbia,
S.C. Smith was the president of his senior class at
Wofford and attended the Medical University of
South Carolina. He was an accomplished neurosurgeon for almost 30 years. He also served on the
board of trustees at Richland Memorial Hospital
and as president of the South Carolina Association
of Neurological Sciences. Smith loved traveling,
hunting and the arts.

Robert L. “Bob” Guess Sr., July 26, 2019, Augusta,
Ga. A U.S. Army veteran, Guess retired from Dixie
Electronics in 1985 with more than 35 years of
service. Afterward, Guess and his wife owned and
operated Dishman Inc., until 1994. He enjoyed
going to the lake, working on cars and hunting.

1954
Melvin Bookman Kelly, June 20, 2019, Statesville,
N.C. Kelly played tennis and golf at Wofford before
serving in the U.S. Army. After the Army, he began a
career as a furniture designer and business owner.
Kelly also served as the national vice president of
the Statesville Jaycees and was a member of the
Rotary Club of Statesville and Broad Street United
Methodist Church.

1958
William Steven Lowrance, May 21, 2019,
Greensboro, N.C. Lowrance, who was on a football
scholarship at Wofford, served in the Marine Corps
during the Korean War. He retired after 35 years at
Burlington Industries and was a longtime member
of College Park Baptist Church, where he served
as a deacon, Sunday school teacher and treasurer.

1959
Charles Bradley Wham, June 23, 2019, Easley,
S.C. Wham, a U.S. Navy veteran, was retired from
Norfolk Southern and was past president of the
Local #110 Union.
Ernest Ray Ouzts Sr., July 1, 2019, Greenville,
S.C. A successful business owner, Ouzts served
as a deacon at Second Presbyterian Church of
Greenville. He was a ventriloquist and enjoyed
performing with his dummy “Eddie.”

1960
Joel Ellis Shockley Jr., July 2, 2019, Chester, S.C. A
former member of the S.C. Army National Guard,
Shockley owned and operated Shockley’s Sight ‘N’
Sound in Chester. He was a member of First Baptist
Church Chester, where he was the former Sunday
school superintendent and secretary. In addition,
Shockley was involved with the Chester Gun Club,
Chester Reserve Police, Chester Shrine Club and
Chester County Career Center.

F RO M TH E ARCH IVE S

2 01 9 : A Y E A R O F A N N I V ER S A R I ES
by Dr. Phillip Stone ’94, college archivist
Americans have been remembering
some major anniversaries this year.
The 50th anniversaries of the landing
on the moon and Woodstock. The
75th anniversary of D-Day. The 100th
anniversary of the ratification of the
18th Amendment and the start of
Prohibition.
Wofford also celebrates several
milestone anniversaries during 2019.

160

150

130

In January 1889, 130 years ago,
students from the two literary
societies formed the first student
publication, The Wofford
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130

In December 1889, Wofford played
Furman in the first intercollegiate
football game in South Carolina. The
Wofford team emerged victorious,
winning by a score of 5-1. The first
college football game ever played
was 150 years ago, on Nov. 6, 1869,
between the College of New Jersey
(now Princeton University) and
Rutgers College. Rutgers won the
game 6-4.

100

100 years ago this December,
an ROTC unit was established at
Wofford. A Student Army Training
Corps had been established during
World War I, and the war proved the
need for a corps of reserve officers.
Wofford has one of the oldest ROTC
units in the country. Watch for an
exhibit in the Sandor Teszler Library
in the spring on the history of ROTC
at Wofford.

On July 12, 1859, 160 years ago
this summer, a group of alumni
founded the Wofford College
Alumni Association. The college
was 5 years old and had 18 alumni.
Charles Petty, Class of 1857, served
as the first president of the alumni
association.
150 years ago, in the winter of 1869,
a group of students led by William
A. Rogers organized a chapter
of Kappa Alpha, becoming the
first Greek-letter organization on
campus. The Delta chapter of KA is
still active on campus today.

ago. Two years later, the library
was named in honor of Sandor
Teszler. This summer the Sandor
Teszler Library underwent a major
renovation, just in time for an
exhibit this fall celebrating its 50th
anniversary.

College Journal, which for many
years served as the only student
publication. It’s still published today
as a section of the Bohemian.

50

The Whitefoord Smith Library, in
what is now the Daniel Building,
moved into a newly constructed
building across the street 50 years

50

Also, the Burwell Building and Marsh
Residence Hall opened. It might be
that 50 years of alumni who lived in
Marsh Hall and ate in Burwell might
approach that anniversary with a mix
of emotions!

Construction of the iconic staircase
in the Sandor Teszler Library.

1961

1964

James Arthur “Bucky” Reynolds II, July 24, 2017,
Orlean, Va. An avid and award-winning horseman,
Reynolds was inducted into the National Show
Hunter Hall of Fame. The Warrenton Horse Show
board of directors approved the refurbishment and
renaming of the schooling ring to “Bucky’s Ring”
in his honor.

Oscar Zeiglar “Dixie” Culler, May 31, 2019,
Gulfport, Miss. Culler spent most of his career
in residential building and construction in
Germantown, Tenn. He loved golf and watching
New Orleans Saints football.

1962

Basal Lane Causey, June 20, 2019, New Orleans,
La. After serving in the U.S. Army, Causey taught
school for two years before beginning his career
in the fundraising industry with World’s Finest
Chocolate. Since 1974, Causey helped raise more
than $60 million for schools, organizations and
nonprofits in southeast Louisiana.

Gene Berkley Chestnut, July 6, 2019, Lexington,
S.C. Chestnut was a South Carolina National Guard
veteran. He retired from the city of Columbia and
the South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control after 40 years of service.
He loved hunting and fishing, and he spent 15 years
coaching youth sports.

1963
The Rev. Dr. Roger Wayne Wood, June 2, 2019,
Jacksonville, Fla. Wood served in churches in North
Carolina, South Carolina, Illinois and Pennsylvania
for 38 years before retiring. He also spent 20 years
doing international ministry around Europe and
Asia.

1965

1971
Lanny Wade Moore, July 24, 2019, Campobello,
S.C. A native of Spartanburg, Moore was a longtime
Allstate agent and golfer. He also loved dogs and
had a Boston Terrier in honor of his alma mater.

1973
Dr. Clay Benson Dyar III, July 7, 2019, Columbia
S.C. Dyar attended the Medical University of
South Carolina College of Dental Medicine. He
managed his own dental practice for many years
in his hometown of Columbia and was known for
his love of golf and reading.

1981
Michael David Kelly, July 29, 2019, Spartanburg.
Kelly was a member of Bethel United Methodist
Church and a former deputy secretary of state.

FRIENDS
Dr. Joella F. Utley, July 11, 2019, Campobello,
S.C. A gifted radiologist, Utley was a member
of the Wofford Board of Trustees from 2004
to 2014. A community champion, Utley was
involved in many local organizations, including the Spartanburg Regional Foundation,
the Spartanburg Philharmonic and the Music
Foundation of Spartanburg.

CHA S E R P I LLE Y

J U LY 2 3 , 2 01 9 , S PA RTA N B U R G , S .C .
by Kate Thomas
Dr. John W. Pilley, professor emeritus
of psychology who died June 17, 2018,
once said that “dogs are smarter than
we think,” and his famous border
collie, Chaser, was a testament to this.
Chaser, who has been dubbed “the
smartest dog in the world,” could
identify 1,022 nouns and three verbs.
She died in July at the age of 15.
Named for her love of chasing anything
that moves, Chaser was a gift from
Pilley’s wife, Sally. Chaser’s daily
routine was mainly play because Pilley
discovered that play reinforces a dog’s
learning more effectively than food and
treats. For three years, Pilley trained
Chaser for four to five hours a day. He
assigned names to objects, saying the
name more than 40 times, hiding the
object and letting Chaser go find it.
Ultimately, she was able to identify 800
stuffed toys, 26 Frisbees, 116 balls and
an assortment of plastic toys. She also
understood simple sentences and could
differentiate between nouns and verbs.
Chaser had been featured on National
Geographic, CBS and Scientific America,
and was even featured on “60 Minutes
with Anderson Cooper,” which was shot
on Wofford’s campus. The New York

Times ran her obituary on July 27, 2019.
She also was the subject of Pilley’s book,
“Chaser: Unlocking the Genius of the Dog
Who Knows a Thousand Words.”

right beside Chaser’s statue. In addition,

In honor of Chaser, the Hub City Animal
Project in Spartanburg has donated
funds for the creation of a bronze statue
of Chaser to be placed outside of the
Children’s Museum of the Upstate. Pilley’s
footprints, also in bronze, will be placed

The college bell will toll for Chaser, along

a portion of the street near the museum
will be renamed, Chaser the Border
Collie Boulevard.
with all other members of the Wofford
family who have died during the past
year, on Friday, Nov. 1, All Saints’ Day.
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PROGRESS REPORT
Campaign goal: $300 million
Total committed (as of July 31, 2019): $284,447,798

$284,447,798

$50M

AS OF JULY 31, 2019

$100M

$150M

$200M

$250M

C A P I TA L P R O J E C T S I N P R O G R E S S :
++ Renovation of the Sandor Teszler Library.
++ Construction of a new environmental studies building and
the 150-bed Jerome Johnson Richardson Hall.

H OW YO U C A N H E L P :
Consider making a multiyear pledge to The Wofford Fund
and the Terrier Club as part of your For Wofford commitment.
Gifts to The Wofford Fund provide critical day-to-day support
of the people, programs and facilities at the college, and gifts
to the Terrier Club fund scholarships for Wofford studentathletes. They’re always important, but even more so during a
comprehensive campaign.
Visit wofford.edu/forwofford to learn more and make a gift.

48

$300M

WOFFORD.EDU/HOMECOMING

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

TWO WEEKENDS
FOR WOFFORD

WOFFORD.EDU/FAMILYWEEKEND

HOMECOMING

FAMILY WEEKEND

October 18-19, 2019

October 25-26, 2019

During Homecoming, celebrate
the 20th anniversary of the
Terrier Ball Auction and Gala,
Friday, Oct. 18, Spartanburg
Marriott. There’s also football
vs. Western Carolina, reunions
and much more.

Tailgate before the
Chattanooga football game
and enjoy opportunities to
meet other Wofford families.
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